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4/22/65 

TO: Ambassador Unger 

FROM: ’.tc George Bundy 

The attached has McNamara' 3 approval 
and mine, and the Secretary asks you to clear 
it directly with him as scon as ycu have 
looked it over. 
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outgoing telegram Department ou state 
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o^r — | ACT ioN: AMEMBASSY SAIGOff IMMEDIATE 2397 


A pr 2Z lii 52 PH : b5 


EYES ONLY 

FOR AMB TAYLOR FROM SECRETARY RUSK 


XS2STN0DIS 


DECLASSIFIED 


£t&te. Ijrrnnz 3-i 

Bv /->/,« _/y?NARS.~Date ¥ 


.v?4 :V ; After Honolulu discussions McNamara has now recommended to 

the President the' following deployments in addition to the 2,000 Koreans 

ass. ' • 


1. US Ainny brigade j[ 3 ttn) ‘ a.'fc Bien Eoa/Yung Tau U^OOO closing 1 May 
3 US Karine air sqs + 3 btns at Chu Lai 6,200 closing 5 May 


1 Australian btn 


at Vung Tau 


1,250 closing 21 May 


1 US Army brigade (3 btn) at Qui Nhon/Nha TranS U^OOO closing 15 June 

1 Korean RCT ( 1 btn) at Quang Ngai U,000 closing 1$ June 


1 Korean RCT (3 . btn) . • .>• . at Quang Ngai U,000 closing 13 June 

• Augmentation "bf yaiibus existing forces 11,000 already approved 

Logistics troops for previously approved force level 7,000 already approved 


: v - c — 


•• • 1 . '■ 

-r - 


Logistics troops for above enclaves and possible 

3 divisions ... - 16,000 not yet approved 

■ • p" ' • -*'■ . . • .. ' 

Upon completion of these deployments, the U.S. forces would include 
13 battalions and would have a total strength approximating 82,000 men, and 
the Korean and Australian forces would include U battalions with a. total 
strength of 7>2£0 men. ’ 

For your wholly pkvate information,' '' and subject to private Congressional 
consultation, ''the President is inclined to favor McNamara's recommendations. 


Onfed bn 


Omthcwi 


SECRETARY HssbjffiRA 


IcUerapMc truu»i«io« *a4 

a*w*fic<rion approved fcy* 




, . The Secretary (in draft) 
JSGXXXJES^XS^SX . “White House: Mcdeorge Bundy 

S/S '- Mr.iRattr . -i reproduction from this' copy is 
. • *• . iS E GM Br :$ . .. prohibited unless •'UNCLASSIFIED" 

.■ fled fi nii' -**<'-* — — JA ‘ 
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but- before making a decision on them he wishes to obtain. the .. 

'.•*■” ‘* . ’ .. v: .c.jV . , 

the -GVN. We believe the best way .to 'pursue 

would be for you to make an exposition of the situation as a fatter ... 


own judgment and recommendation, in essentially the following texg&: ; 
•INSTRUC TI0N5 TO AMBASSADOR TAID0R>. V.i/'S’V f 




both in 


important conclusions, it feels that in recent weeks tnere has been a 

' . 4 '* ’ \ m ? 

somewhat favorable change in the overall situation as the result of ^the^air; _ ^ 

1 .1 Attacks -on DRV, the relatively small -.but Numerous :successe^^ 

: ' •. ■■ . , . - r ; :. Jiv£r i/'- — 'v- 

the .VC ^and the encouraging progress 'of the Quat • Ctoverime^^ it 3^^^^ 

becoming increasingly clear that, in all prooability, the primary 

objectives of the GVN and the USG of changing the will of the DRV to support the 


iCvll • 


>»o 



' T Meanwhile "the JCS have r*vi*w&T&e ; 

be available in SVN by the end of 19^> and have conc^e^ jaib: 
an attainment of the highest feasible mobilization ^goals, 3BVN wa^,have 4 ^-/ .. ' 
insufficient forces to carry out the kind of successful campaign agains'^^^.^. - 
tlii’VC which is considered essential for the purposes discu^sbd above. 

r .,~:y r ,..j j 

the ground war is not to drag indefinitely, they consider it necessary .-' 
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Classification 


to reinforce GVN ground forces with about 20 or more battalion e quivalentS < J 

•• :;v 

-5 v-i An 4- r\ + V\ -f* /-%■»%/-» <-» c- mT.T -r> r? ror*Y*in 4.0/^ i n SVTI_ S"? f'P 




in addition to the forces now being recruited, in SVN. Sir^-' 

reinforcements cannot be raised by the GVN, they ‘must inevitably * 

US and third country sources • . . . • ■* ’ 

V . '. . ' ■..',* 

The Embassy accepts, the validity of this reasoning of . the ' 

* : " .' . ~ '^J. • - ‘ . ■. -v; ■' f - r •"■**./? 

subject to your views., I am prepared to recommend to the 

;••• .-y . .' *v'/' •• • 

(1) The U.S. assist the GVN to raise these additional forcesSTors^^^^^ 

. • . . * rAffi 

the purpose of bringing the VC insurgency uo an end in ohe shortest possible . ^ _ 


time. 




(2) As part of this effort, the US bring in. additio^ 

•'--' -;<■..■ ■ , i : ■•'-■ ■ -.-' '„•?> 

If the GVN -will make urgent representations at' the. appropriate timib^^a^ 
following a schedule agreed with the U5G, we believe it may be possible to 
obtain contributions of the following order: Korea, one regimental* combat . .. ' 
team; Australia, one infantry battalion,- New Z^pind, one battery a^^ong^^^ g 

company of !; tanks 3 PI, one battalion. • si wcSi^^posei^^^^^&^^^^fc 

-. * : . :-• _ • -c -- -y 

combat reinforcements of the order of s .^^dditipnal 

among points to be agreed 'upon, and the 


the third country contingents.” .... "•. »-y • iri - 

You should seek to obtain the support of the' GVN .to the' foregoing 
program, recognizing that a large number of questions such as cp^d |g|t^n|i| 
ships, concepts of employment and disposition of forces must beworked •* 

after Presidential review of your recommendations." At* your discre^cnix3^^.- ,f : 
may indicate to GVN officials that if your recommendations are accepted* the^- ,- 
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total U.S. in-countyry strength would approximate 80^,000 

K I' V- '■■ > • ■•■"•■ V • :S 

You must emphasize to Quat that it is of utmost importance there be'; 

■ • . ■ 

no leak or public disclosure of. these matters which are of highest mi j i 
and security importance to North .Viet Nam as well as to 
f You sh ouicnalso-Rell-Quat-.that.. if h e 


deployments it is not our intention to announce 







